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Today’s daf begins with a discussion of how one should
conduct himself modestly in the bathroom. In fact the
Gemara relates two separate instances where R’ Akiva and
Ben Azzai secretly followed their respective Rebbis into the
bathroom in order to learn the proper way to conduct oneself.
Upon being confronted with the question how they could be
so brazen, they answered;

9% IR 759 R0 70 - These laws of conduct are
considered Torah, and I must do what it takes to learn them!
Moreover, Rav Kahana once hid his Rav’s bedroom to
observe his teacher’s conduct during intimacy, and he said
the same thing 733 IR 7591 X7 NN

One of the laws of proper conduct in the bathroom is;

SRDW ROR P12 PRIpn PR - we do not clean ourselves with the
right hand, but only with the left hand.

The Gemara cites 4 reasons for this law:

---1--- P2 MM ANNAW 2391 - We honor the right hand
because the Torah was given with Hashem'’s right hand, as
the posuk states:

M5 N7 wR D - From His right hand the fire of the Law was
given to them.

---2--- 9% MM RIw 30w - Because the right hand is
generally used for eating.

---3--- P91 M2 WIPW 301 - Because one uses his right hand
to tie his Tefillin onto his left hand.

---4--- NN PYV 12 IRIDW 101 - Because the right hand is
used to indicate the - trup - the notes and tunes for reading the
Torah.

The Gemara mentions the fact that - P11 - demons
commonly frequent the bathroom and could harm one who
enters the bathroom alone. However, Rav Ami and R’ Assi
said:

RIPPIWI RMY*I¥ RO 127 7>ap - We have a tradition that
one who is modest and silent in the bathroom is protected.
They also said:

DM VAN RMPIW *NO*T 192p - the tradition regarding
suffering is one of silence (acceptance) and praying to
Hashem for mercy.
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The Gemara relates;

RO 1125 77772 SY12 RIMOR PR 7D X2, 7R -

Abaye'’s mother raised and trained a sheep to follow Abaye
everywhere, so that it will also follow him into the bathroom,
in order that he should not be there alone, and possibly be
hurt by the Mazikim. This teaches us, that even the presence
of an animal protects one from the demons.

It should be noted, that Abaye's mother died in childbirth,
and he was raised by his nursemaid. Out of respect and n757
207, Abaye always referred to her as ox - Mother. Indeed, in
several places in Shas we find Abaye saying;

DR °> 79X - My mother taught me........

The Gemara, next teaches that one who must relieve himself
outside, must do so out of sight of other people. There is a
dispute however, if he is behind a wall, whether he must
distance himself to the point where he will also not be heard
by others.

The Gemara relates an interesting story of a 700 -a
eulogizer - who wanted to praise someone as being VX
PMNMRA - modest in his ways - and R’ Nachman said to the
1790: Y ou cannot truthfully call that individual modest
unless you know for a fact that he conducted himself
modestly even in the bathroom, for the Baraisa states:

RO 1722 PIRW MY ROR VIR PP PR - one is not called a
‘modest person’ unless he behaves modestly even while in
the bathroom.

The Gemara then explains that the reason Rav Nachman did
not want the eulogizer to attribute a quality to the deceased
that he did not really posses is because the Baraisa teaches:
DIPINR PIVA P PITOON 11 PYIOI JD DN 1 PYIDIW DI - Just
as retribution is exacted from the deceased when false praise
is spoken about them, so too, retribution is exacted from the
eulogizers who give false praise, and also from those who
listen to the hesped and express their agreement to the false
praise heaped upon the deceased.
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The Baraisa teaches 012 m101w Dip»a 7592 M0 77, VUZ PR -
who is considered modest? One who relieves himself at night
as modestly as when relieving himself during the day, even
though he cannot be seen at night.

The Gemara also teaches that it is considered immodest to
speak while in the bathroom.

On the topic of modesty in the bathroom, the Gemara relates
the story of Dovid HaMelech who spared Shaul HaMelech’s
life when Shaul was chasing him. Dovid said to Shaul, even
though by Torah law you are considered a Rodef - a pursuer,
and you deserve to be killed,

5 non 72 anaw ms - Your modesty protected you.

I spared your life, because I saw how modest you are, in that
you were very careful to seclude yourself very well when
relieving yourself.

During this incident, Dovid cut off the corner of Shaul’s
garment.

RIN°272°01 23R R’ Yosi ben Chaninah said regarding
this incident:

DD NI PR PO DTN DR 7vana 9 - whoever dishonors
clothing, will in the end not benefit from them. As we find
later in Dovid’s life, the posuk says:

15 0P R 07332 10,001 R 18 71T o0 -

They covered Dovid HaMelech with garments, but they did
not warm him.

The Gemara relates that Dovid was also punished for saying
to Shaul:

MmNy 2 97°on 'NoR - [f Hashem has incited you against
me etc.

It was disrespectful for Dovid to call Hashem ‘an inciter.”

Hashem therefore punished Dovid and said;

MR DY 7250 M 12ORW 7273 12w IR 10

I will cause you to forget a well-know Halachah, that even
schoolchildren who learn Chumash are aware of. As it says;
DNIR TIPH2IWDI 1910 WR 1NN HRIW? 732 WRI DR RWN 7D

It is forbidden to count the Jews by counting heads. Instead,
you must use tokens, such as the Spwn rvxmn. And as a result
of Dovid’s counting Klal Yisrael, they were smitten by a
plague, as it says;

DR TIPO2 923 DA 7Y RO
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The Gemara returns to the Mishnah.

The Torah states w7 n w7p». Hashem says; “Y ou shall
revere my wipmni .t

This results in the following Halochos:

531 Spw PR INTIO 5V ,OPPA M2 775 01 RY -

One shall not enter the Har Habayis with his staff, shoe,
money belt, or with dust on his feet.

R3739p WY RO - He shall not make the Har HaBayis a
shortcut.

The Gemara then says that this law applies to a nodnma-a
shul - as well. One shall not make the Shul a shortcut.
However, there are 3 exceptions to this rule.

- 1-=- RITI90 1MWYY ROW Nwd Sy no1n a5 0103 -

If he entered the shul not with the intent to use it as a shortcut,
but for the purpose of doing a Mitzvah there,

RI7I0p 1MWY5 I - Then, when he is ready to leave he may
go out the other side.

---2--- AN PPN 22w 77 DR - [f the path was there before
they built the shul.

---3--- 5991775 NI57 2% ©IIN

If he entered the shul to daven, X7739p 1mwYY 3m» - then he
may use it as a shortcut when he leaves.

Another version says, X770 1mwy> mxn. In this case, it is
preferred to go out the other side, as was done in the Bais
Hamikdash.

The Mishnah continued;

M 5pp 7P - Spitting, is of course prohibited.

The Gemara says however;

SYINR MAT TR, R NOION 1723 7P -

It is permitted to spit in a Beis HaKnesses, just as wearing
shoes is permitted in a Beis HaKnesses, even though it is
forbidden on the Har Habayis.

After some discussion about this rationale, the Gemarah
gives another explanation;

123 - The shul should be treated at least equivalent to one's
home. Just as one minds that his home be made into a
shortcut, so too, the shul should not be made into a shortcut.
However, one does not mind spitting or wearing shoes in his
home. Therefore, it is permitted in the shul
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